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a radical way, and their reaction to it was the issuance of a decree
on January 23, 1918, on "the freedom of conscience and the re-
ligious societies," which has subsequently been called "the separa-
tion of the church from the state and of schools from the church."
The decree reduced to a system the principles which on July 6,
19183 were incorporated in Article Thirteen of the Soviet Consti-
tution. In later years further additions were made to church legis-
lation, but up to 1928 the fundamental principles remained un-
changed in the Russian Soviet Republic as well as in the other
Soviet Republics. This period of Bolshevik legislation on church
matters ended with the decree of April 8, 1927, which codified all
previous instructions and interpretations issued since the incep-
tion of the Soviet government in Russia. Article Thirteen of the
Constitution of the Russian Soviet Republic adopted on July 6,
1918, reads as follows: "In order to secure for the toiling masses a
real freedom of conscience, the church is being separated from the
state, the schools from the church, and freedom of religious or
anti-religious propaganda is recognized for all citizens." However,
in putting this principle into practice the Bolsheviks went far be-
yond the meaning attached to these terms in the legislation of
other countries, where the same principles had been adopted. Al-
though in principle the decree on the separation of the church
from the state was applied to all creeds alike, nevertheless it be-
came clear that the chief attack was directed at the established
church, for in no circumstances did they wish to deal with the
representatives of the Orthodox hierarchy. Having transferred the
entire church property to "the people and the state," they sub-
sequently lent, for temporary use only, the articles of the cult to
parishioners, or more specifically to a "group of the faithful" in
each parish. This group was to comprise not less than twenty
people, who would consent to draw up an agreement with the
local Soviet organization by which they would have possession of
the church building and other property connected with the cult,
provided they maintained the church building in good repair and
paid the taxes. Independently of anyone the group could procure
a priest, but he had to comply with all the duties of an ordinary
citizen. All other church units, while not officially abolished, were
simply ignored by the new authorities, and remained a matter of